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BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Today's date is 
January 24, 2002. The time is 1200 hours. 

This is Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of 
the safety battalion of the New York City Fire 
Department. 

I'm a conducting an interview with the 
following individual. 

Q. Please state your name. 

A. Thomas Piambino. 

BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Thomas Piambino 
is in Marine 1 of the New York City Fire 
Department. We are at the quarters of Marine 1. 
This interview is regarding the events of 
September 11, 2001. 

Q. Thomas, in your own words, if you would say 
what happened that day. 

A. On 9/11, I was assigned to Engine 65, and 
approximately two, three minutes after nine, we 
responded to the World Trade Center box. 

I had been watching it on television for the 
first few minutes, and we were aware of the fact that 
it was an aircraft that hit the building, but I wasn't 
sure at the time whether it was an accident or not. 


Responded down the Westside Highway. We made 
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pretty good time going down there. There was no 
traffic, and we got there relatively quick. 

On arrival, I saw both towers. Prior to our 
arriving, on the radio, I heard Marine Company 1 
transmitting another aircraft had hit another 
building. I wasn't sure which building was which at 
the time, but when we arrived, both buildings had been 
hit. Both buildings were on fire. 

I could see at least eight or ten floors, 
from my opinion, at that point in the street that were 
pretty much fully involved, and at least both buildings 
on the upper floors. 

The chauffeur let me off on West Street on 
the west side of the north tower, and we got out and 
the chauffeur proceeded south. 

Q. That's just a diagram. 

A. You know, where he wound up, I have an idea 
now, but up until this point for the past couple of 
weeks, it really wasn't clear to me what he did with 
the apparatus while I went into the building. 

We went in through the west side of the 
building right off of West Street into the north 
tower. We went into, I guess, the -- I think the 


windows were out already. They were already blown out 
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when we got there, so I don't even think I went in 
through a door. I'm pretty sure I went in through a 
window into the west side of the north tower. 

There was no command post there, and they 
were just sending us up. I had no particular 
assignment. We had our roll-ups, Scott bottles and 
extra Scott bottles we were carrying. 

We went -- I think it was Engine 39 we might 
have teamed up with, and, you know, there was a 
battalion chief there. I don't know what battalion he 
was from or what his name was, but we teamed up with 
39, and we proceeded to go up. 

Q. Which stairway? 

A. Stairway B, and there were civilians coming 
down the stairway. The civilian evacuation, in my 
opinion, was kind of orderly. They stayed to one side, 
and we stayed to the other side and worked our way up. 

I wasn't positive of what floors the fire was 
on. I didn't have any information. The handie-talkie 
information was pretty sketchy at best, and I don't 
know what point I heard this on the radio, but someone 
had said on the handie-talkie that there was a third 
aircraft inbound, and that is when I heard that, I 


specifically heard that, and at one point I guess -- I 
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don't know what -- where we were. In retrospect, I 
know what it was. 

The south tower had fallen, but at that time 
I didn't know what it was. All I heard was a 
tremendous explosion. The tower I was in shook really 
bad. It really shook bad, and my opinion, I thought it 
was another aircraft that hit the building. 

We continued to go up. The emergency landing 
I think went out. There were still civilians coming 
down the stairs, and in my opinion, there was no one 
thing. There was no one thing that made me decide to 
get out. I can't tell you. I can't pinpoint 
anything. It was just -- I don't know what it was. It 
was just the culmination of intuition or what. 

I just decided it was time to go, and I 
thought this was odd, too, was that something must have 
happened, because I think a lot of people were at that 
particular moment -- the consensus was that we were 
getting out. I received no handie-talkie 
communications to get out. 

Q. Did anybody tell you maybe? 
A. No one told me to get out. 
Q. Because some guys have heard it, some guys 


haven't. 
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A. No, I was -- absolutely nothing. There was 
no handie-talkie communications that I heard. Whether 
they transmitted them or not, I can't say. I didn't 
hear it. I didn't hear it. 

We went as high as -- I had five men manning 
that day, so I had four firefighters with me, and my 
intent was to go to the fire floor and do what we could 
do, and we were taking it easy, trying to pace myself. 

What I would do is I would walk up two floors 
and wait for them to come up. I would let them stay. 
I'd walk up another two floors. This way we were 
alternating, trying to pace ourselves to get up 
wherever it was we were going. 

I didn't know. I heard some radio 
transmissions that might have been from rescue. It 
might have been -- I don't want to mention names, but 
it was a rescue officer, 80 something. 80 something 
floor rings a bell with me about the fire floor, heavy 
fire or something. 

Q. You think they made it up that high? 

A. That's what my memory tells me. How accurate 
I'm -- you know, how accurate I am, I don't know. 80 
something rings a bell with me, and, you know, 


something about fire conditions. 
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Now, what tower that came from, I don't 
know. I don't Know whether I was hearing it from the 
south tower or the north tower. I don't know. I don't 
know. We made it up as high as 20. I made it up as 
high as the 22nd Floor, and about that time, I met -- I 
think my men were maybe on the 20th Floor, and I 
started to come down, and at that point in time, I just 
said, "It's time to go." 

The stairway still had civilians in it, and 
they were still moving out, and we took whatever 
Civilians we could take with us downstairs. We were 
not leaving them behind. I mean, we were not passing 
them to get out of the building. 

It was painfully slow going down, and in my 
mind -- again, this is only my perception, my 
intuition. I just kept telling myself, I'm running out 
of time to get out of the building. Kept to myself. I 
was just running out of time. 

We proceeded down the stairway, and we had 
some civilians with us, and we managed to get them down 
to the lobby. When I got down to the lobby -- the 
lobby was in bad shape when I went up. It was worse 
when I came back down. All the elevator shaftway doors 


were blown out, and there was stuff coming down the -- 
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just falling down the shafts, and the civilians had 
bogged down at the bottom of the stairs, because they 
were afraid to pass the elevator shafts, and there were 
piles of rubble all over the place. 

We kind of quietly pushed them out without 
trying to panic them. In the lobby, I think I saw some 
people from 21 engine perhaps. I'm not positive, and 
we came out the same way I came in on the West Street 
side, on the west side of the building, the West Street 
side of the building. Again, went out windows that 
were out. I don't recall it being a door. I'm pretty 
sure it was windows that were blown out, and I met -- 
or I seen Chief Turi with a bullhorn out on West 
Street, trying to facilitate the evacuation of the 
building, telling the guys to get out of the building 
with the bullhorn. 

When I made it down to West Street -- prior 
to even getting to the street, there was bodies on the 
floor from jumpers. My recollection is there were 
Civilians. I saw no -- you know, I didn't see anything 
that was Fire Department, but it was civilians, and I 
tried to keep all my guys together, and I made it down 
to West Street. 


There was stuff just falling off the 
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building, too. I mean, the building was just starting 
to fall apart, and when I made it down to West Street, 
there was a large building. They tell me now it was 
the Verizon building on my right-hand side, and my 
instinct was to keep that Verizon building between me 
and the towers, the whole company and the towers. 

So we headed north on West Street, keeping -- 
staying close to the large building, and I don't think 
we were out of the building a minute, a minute and a 
half. We exited the building, and the north tower 
started to fall. 

We were pretty much together at that point, 
the whole company. I know they were all out. I know 
specifically I had two guys with me that I know for 
sure, and I know the other two guys made it. The other 
two guys I had made on it out. I know they were out of 
the building. At that point, I really wasn't positive 
as to where they were, but I Know two guys I had with 
me. 

We started to go north on West Street as fast 
as we could. We weren't running, but we were moving, 
walking pretty fast, and then the north tower started 
to fall, and my perception was that when I looked back 


at the tower as it was starting to come down -- I was 
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booking -- was that there was -- I thought it exploded, 
and I didn't realize it had collapsed. 

It looked to me like an explosion, and you 
could feel the -- you could feel it coming, and they 
were still running away from it. I mean, you weren't 
going to out run it. 

At that point, we all split up. I mean, it 
was like run, and each one of us took refuge behind 
something, and I wound up taking refuge behind an ESU 
truck, I believe it was, a Police Department ESU truck, 
I think, and I just rode it out until first there was 
the explosion or the concussion, and then there was 
very, very strong wind, and then there was the black -- 
black -- dirt black cloud, and you couldn't see 
nothing, and it became very, very quiet, and when it 
became quiet, the only thing I heard after that was 
somebody crying. 

BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Thank you, 

Thomas, for your cooperation. 
The time is about 1230 hours, and that 


concludes this interview. 


